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Sir Simon Rattle
Tan Dun
Jennifer Pike
Freddy Kempf
Alexandra Dariescu
Paul Lewis

B:Music The Birmingham music charity responsible for Town Hall and Symphony Hall
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Welcome to an exciting 2023/24 
Birmingham Classical Season, packed 
with superb orchestras, world class 
soloists and unmissable  programmes.  

A towering giant of the classical music 
world, Lang Lang makes Symphony Hall 
one of just three UK recital venues this 
autumn.  Also at Symphony Hall are the 
distinguished Dresden Philharmonic 
Orchestra (fresh from their role in
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Front cover: Sir Simon Rattle conducts the Bavarian Radio Symphony Orchestra (see page 9)
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one of them.  And we’re equally delighted that multi award-
winning composer Tan Dun conducts Beethoven’s mighty 
‘Choral’ Symphony and unveils a major new work of his own in 
the only UK performance outside London.  

Among popular returning guest artists are Jennifer Pike, Paul Lewis 
and András Keller, while pianist Freddy Kempf is joined by a trio 
of musicians for Gershwin and Dave Brubeck in a fascinating 
classical-meets-jazz concert. There’s a sunny Spanish debut 
from the Galicia Symphony Orchestra and a long-awaited return 
from the esteemed Warsaw Philharmonic with pianist Alexandra 
Dariescu. The superbly talented Rising Stars bring exceptional 
musicianship and fresh new ideas to invigorate Sunday mornings 
in the informal setting of the Jennifer Blackwell Performance 
Space. Rising Stars are nominated by our fellow concert halls in 
the European Concert Hall Organisation and represent the finest 
emerging classical music talent in Europe.

£15 tickets are available as standard for every concert and, for 
most, the top price is £40. Alongside package savings, we’re 
proud to continue to offer significant discounts – for families, 
16–30s, benefit recipients, groups and more – to help make 
Birmingham Classical accessible to all.    

We hope you’ll find plenty to tempt you this season and look 
forward to welcoming you soon.

Nick Reed 
Chief Executive, B:Music

Welcome to an exciting new Birmingham 
Classical season which brings superb 
orchestras, stellar soloists, exclusive 
concerts and innovative Rising Stars to 
Symphony Hall.  

Among the season’s hottest tickets 
will be Sir Simon Rattle and the world-
renowned Bavarian Radio Symphony 
Orchestra who are visiting just three cities 
on their first UK tour, and Birmingham is 
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ECHO Rising Stars: 
Maat Saxophone Quartet 
Blackbird

Sun 5 Oct  |  Jennifer Blackwell Performance Space  |  11AM

Maat Saxophone Quartet

Programme includes music by Hildegard von Bingen, Lili Boulanger, 
Henriëtte Bosmans, George Gershwin, Paul McCartney and Aleksandra Vrebalov
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“Devilishly good and heavenly contagious”. 
That’s how De Luister magazine described 
Dutch/Portuguese foursome the Maat Saxophone 
Quartet’s playing on their debut recording. 
As boundary-pushing as they themselves are, 
Blackbird is an inventive tribute to female 
creativity, equality and musical freedom.

The medieval chants of Hildegard of Bingen 
thread together nine centuries of music, 
the ethereal sound translating perfectly to the 
solo saxophone. Lili Boulanger lends two short 
pieces originally written for violin and piano, 
and Henriëtte Bosmans’s string quartet adds 
both romantic and modern styles. Nina Simone’s 
version of a Gershwin favourite, Porgy, I Is Your 
Woman, and Paul McCartney’s Blackbird nod to 

struggles for rights and freedoms, while 
Gershwin’s jazzy Rhapsody in Blue also features. 
The world premiere of a new commission from 
Aleksandra Vrebalov explores the full range of 
the instrument with a fresh, modern voice. 

An hour-long Sunday morning concert, 
with coffee/tea and a slice of cake available 
beforehand, included in your ticket. 

Rising Stars are nominated by the artistic 
directors of Europe’s most prestigious venues 
which are members of the European Concert 
Hall Organisation (ECHO). 

Tickets: £15

05bmusic.co.uk/bclassical04

Ways to save

More ways to save 

FAMILY TICKETS 
KIDS GO FREE One free ticket per child (aged 
16 and under) for every adult ticket purchased.

FAMILY PLUS One free ticket per child (aged 
16 and under) for every adult ticket purchased.  
£5 for additional child tickets (aged 16 and 
under), no additional adult ticket necessary.

16 – 30s FOR £5 
Tickets for just £5 are available for every 
Birmingham Classical 2025/2026 performance 
for those aged 16 – 30. Tickets can be booked 
online, over the phone or in person. Please 
ensure you bring a valid form of ID with you as 
checks will be in place.

STUDENTS 
Tickets for just £5 available with a valid free 
student membership. To sign up with a student 
ID card please visit bmusic.co.uk/student 

Book 3+ concerts at any time and unlock great discounts

Buy 3 – 5 
concerts & 

save 
10%

Buy 6 – 11 
concerts & 

save 
20%

Buy 12+ 
concerts & 

save 
30%

Buy more and save more with concert packages

GROUP OFFERS, DISABLED 
VISITORS’ CARERS & 
BENEFIT RECIPIENTS 
Group offers, free tickets for Disabled Visitors’ 
Carers and £5 tickets for benefit recipients are 
available for all Birmingham Classical concerts. 

Full details are available at 
bmusic.co.uk/bclassical

Online: bmusic.co.uk
By phone: 0121 780 3333
Telephone lines open
Monday to Saturday, 10am – 4pm

See How to Book (page 23) for further details
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Brno Philharmonic with Freddy Kempf
Wed 15 Oct  |  Symphony Hall  |  7:30PM

Brno Philharmonic
Dennis Russell Davies conductor
Freddy Kempf piano
Pavel Zlámal saxophone
Marek Švestka double bass
Radek Tomášek drums

Janáček	 Lachian Dances	
Gershwin	 I Got Rhythm Variations
Brubeck	 Brandenburg Gate: Revisited
Dvořák	 Symphony No 7

 

The Brno Philharmonic traces its roots to the 1870s when a young Leoš Janáček endeavoured to 
establish an orchestra in the city. Janáček remains close to the players’ hearts – his stirring and 
characterful regional folk dances open the concert – as does another of their compatriots, 
Antonín Dvořák. The huge success of his Slavonic Dances led to international fame, and triumphant 
visits to London and Birmingham saw him dubbed ‘The Bohemian Brahms’. With Brahms’s Third as 
his inspiration, his Seventh Symphony is his most intense and compelling, yet Slavic melodies and 
dance rhythms are never far away.  

The internationally-acclaimed pianist, Freddy Kempf, absolutely thrives on the spontaneity of live 
performance, so you can expect plenty of pizzazz in two works that blur the line between jazz 
and classical. Gershwin’s I Got Rhythm Variations spins technical brilliance and intimate jazz club 
vibes into an exciting showpiece. Dave Brubeck’s Brandenburg Gate: Revisited is a Bach-like set of 
variations. According to Darius Brubeck, “exchanges with improvisers evoke feelings from sombre 
recollection of what the Gate symbolises, to infectious Baroque jolliness, as the spotlight moves 
from orchestra to soloist and back again.” 

Tickets: £15–£40
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ECHO Rising Stars: Giorgi Gigashvili 
Sun 9 Nov  |  Jennifer Blackwell Performance Space  |  11AM

Giorgi Gigashvili piano

Scarlatti		 Sonatas in C major K487; D major K29; A major K113
Chopin	 Ballade No 4
Natalie Beridze	 ECHO new commission
Lili Boulanger 	 D’un vieux jardin; D’un jardin clair, from Trois Morceaux 
Ravel	 Miroirs
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Giorgi Gigashvili is currently hitting the 
headlines as a much sought-after pianist: 
a protégé of Martha Argerich and winner 
of eight prizes at the Arthur Rubinstein 
International Piano Master competition, he’s 
also a newly-announced BBC New Generation 
artist and is currently touring Europe as an 
ECHO Rising Star. But that’s not the direction 
he expected his career to take. In fact, his first 
love is singing, and he even won the Georgian 
version of ‘The Voice’ at the age of 13. 

Gigashvili brings an intuitive and creative 
personality to all he plays, from the romance of 
Chopin’s Fourth Ballade to Ravel’s glimmering 
Miroirs. Expect electric energy and sparkle 
in three technically-demanding miniature 
sonatas by Scarlatti that Gigashvili chose 

for his acclaimed recording debut. He’s also 
commissioned a new work from composer, 
songwriter, and fellow Georgian, Natalie Beridze, 
specially for the tour.

An hour-long Sunday morning concert, 
with coffee/tea and a slice of cake available 
beforehand, included in your ticket. 

Rising Stars are nominated by the artistic 
directors of Europe’s most prestigious venues 
which are members of the European Concert 
Hall Organisation (ECHO). 

Tickets: £15

Sir Simon Rattle and the 
Bavarian Radio Symphony Orchestra 
Tue 11 Nov  |  Symphony Hall  |  7:30PM

Bavarian Radio Symphony Orchestra
Sir Simon Rattle conductor

Schumann	 Symphony No 2
Stravinsky 	 The Firebird (complete) 

 

Without doubt one of the most anticipated 
concerts of recent years, Sir Simon Rattle 
makes a homecoming appearance at 
Symphony Hall with his new orchestra – one of 
just three dates on their first UK tour together. 
It’s twenty years since the world-leading 
Bavarian Radio Symphony Orchestra last came 
to Birmingham and, since Rattle took the reins 
in 2023, they say he’s “blown fresh air under 
the wings of all of us”. 

They open with the symphony Schumann 
wrote after completing his piano concerto. 
During the year it took to finish, his mental 
health was at times fragile, yet this is an 
optimistic and exciting work, with a fast-paced 
scherzo and heartfelt slow movement. 

Stravinsky’s spellbinding music to the 
extravagant ballet The Firebird was his first 
commission from impresario Serge Diaghilev 
for his Ballets Russes, and it sealed the young 
composer’s reputation. It was also the work 
Rattle chose for the first concert in 
Symphony Hall in 1991. We’ll hear every 
magical note of the complete ballet score 
as the tale of a prince, evil ogre, enchanted 
princesses and magical phoenix unfolds in 
vivid orchestral technicolour. 

Not to be missed!

Tickets: £15–£60
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Concerto Budapest Symphony Orchestra 
play Beethoven 5

Wed 3 Dec  |  Symphony Hall  |  7:30PM

Concerto Budapest Symphony Orchestra
András Keller conductor
Paul Lewis piano

Shostakovich	 Symphony No 9
Beethoven	 Piano Concerto No 3
Liszt	 Les préludes
Beethoven	 Symphony No 5

 

ECHO Rising Stars: 
Álfheiður Erla Guðmundsdóttir 
Migrations: Story of a Bird

Sun 8 Feb  |  Jennifer Blackwell Performance Space  |  11AM

Álfheiður Erla Guðmundsdóttir soprano
Kunal Lahiry piano

Programme includes music by Barber, Nico Muhly, Sibelius, Errollyn Wallen, Judith Weir, 
Rachmaninov, Deborah Pritchard, María Huld Markan, Haydn and Bonds

 

With well over 100 years of history, Concerto 
Budapest may be one of Hungary’s oldest 
ensembles, but under the 18-year leadership of 
celebrated violinist/conductor András Keller, it is 
also one of the most progressive and youthful. 

Soloist Paul Lewis is a Symphony Hall favourite 
and superlative interpreter of Beethoven. His Third 
Concerto, written during the years when 
Beethoven realised he was losing his hearing, 
is full of tension and conflict right until the end, 
when the sun bursts joyously through the clouds. 
The iconic Fifth Symphony followed just a few 
years later. Its famous four-note ‘fate’ motto 
sets a dark undercurrent that brings intensity 
throughout this best-known of all symphonies.

Contrast that with the opening work: 
Shostakovich’s Ninth Symphony thumbs 
its nose at tradition. It’s playful and cheeky, 
everything a Ninth Symphony ‘shouldn’t’ be, 
and it’s totally brilliant as a result. With the 
poetic drama of Liszt’s pioneering symphonic 
poem Les préludes, this is a concert full of 
light and shade.

Tickets: £15–£40

For Shostakovich’s Tenth Symphony, 
see 12 February; for Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony, 
see 29 March
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With her captivating and ethereal voice, 
Icelandic soprano Álfheiður Erla Guðmundsdóttir 
is an artist at one with nature. Inspired by her 
home country, she has a keen eye for visual 
storytelling and uses her passion for photography 
and videography to create video projections 
that complement her performances. 

This recital weaves together themes of 
migration, transformation, and the cycles of 
nature, using the metaphor of a bird’s journey 
to explore deeper human experiences. 
From the stark landscapes of the north to the 
warmth of distant lands, and the changing 
of seasons to the inevitability of time, myriad 
short pieces capture the sense of longing and 

the search for a place to belong. Step into 
Álfheiður’s world for a fleeting moment, and 
contemplate the paths we travel, the places 
we leave behind, and the destinations we seek, 
both known and unknown. 

An hour-long Sunday morning concert, 
with coffee/tea and a slice of cake available 
beforehand, included in your ticket. 

Rising Stars are nominated by the artistic 
directors of Europe’s most prestigious venues 
which are members of the European Concert 
Hall Organisation (ECHO). 

Tickets: £15

10 bmusic.co.uk/bclassical 11



Czech Janáček Philharmonic Orchestra 
Thu 12 Feb  |  Symphony Hall  |  7:30PM

Czech Janáček Philharmonic Orchestra 
Daniel Raiskin conductor
Jennifer Pike violin

Janáček		 Prelude & Pantomime, from The Cunning Little Vixen
Bruch	 Violin Concerto No 1
Shostakovich	 Symphony No 10 

 

ECHO Rising Stars: Valerie Fritz 
Learn to Unlearn

Sun 29 Mar  |  Jennifer Blackwell Performance Space  |  11AM

Valerie Fritz cello 

Programme includes music by Manuel Zwerger, Georges Aperghis, Jennifer Walshe, 
Simon Steen-Andersen, Michael Beil, Peter Eötvös, Bach and Britten

 

bmusic.co.uk/bclassical

Praised for its musical excellence and 
flawless performances, the Czech Janáček 
Philharmonic Orchestra (CJPO) has a long 
musical tradition rooted in Czech culture.  
Its distinguished new Chief Conductor 
designate Daniel Raiskin believes it’s also 
one of very few international orchestras 
to have retained a truly distinctive sound.  
Hear for yourself in two delightful excerpts 
from Janáček’s opera The Cunning Little 
Vixen, based on a comic strip character. 
Soloist Jennifer Pike is a violinist of unique 
artistry and compelling insight who can 
“hold an audience spellbound” (The Strad), 
making her the perfect advocate for Bruch’s 
universally popular First Violin Concerto with 
its ravishingly beautiful slow movement, the 
beating heart of the work.   

Shostakovich unleashed his Tenth Symphony 
in December 1953, nine months after Stalin’s 
death (and just months before the CJPO 
was formally established). There’s an ever 
present sense of danger, a maniacal march, 
a forced-sounding waltz, plaintive solos and 
an over-excited finale at the end of which, 
Shostakovich’s musical monogram triumphs.  
This monumental work creates a shattering 
live experience and leaves a profound sense of 
Shostakovich’s life under Stalin.

Tickets: £15–£40

For Shostakovich’s Ninth Symphony, 
see 3 December
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Austrian cellist, Valerie Fritz, is a musical 
adventurer who loves nothing better than 
to create unique concert programmes and 
invent new performance formats. Already an 
established soloist and chamber musician, 
she’s played at major festivals, and is a regular 
with Camerata Salzburg and contemporary 
music group Ensemble NAMES. 

Unburdened by tradition, in Learn to Unlearn 
Valerie places classical music alongside 
performance works that are about more than 
just cello playing. With Manuel Zwerger’s Violin 
Tuition with visuals as a starter, she delves back 
to the music of Bach and Britten, through 
mid-century avant-garde composer George Crumb, 
and forward to experimental works with visuals 
and electronics by Michael Beil, Simon Steen-
Andersen and others.  

Plus, there’s a cutting edge new commission 
from Jennifer Walshe, “The most original 
compositional voice to emerge from Ireland in 
the past 20 years” (The Irish Times).

An hour-long Sunday morning concert, 
with coffee/tea and a slice of cake available 
beforehand, included in your ticket.

Rising Stars are nominated by the artistic 
directors of Europe’s most prestigious venues 
which are members of the European Concert 
Hall Organisation (ECHO). 

Tickets: £15

12 13
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London Philharmonic Orchestra

Sun 29 Mar  |  Symphony Hall  |  5PM

London Philharmonic Orchestra
Tan Dun conductor
Elizabeth Watts soprano
Hongni Wu mezzo-soprano
John Findon tenor
Dingle Yandell bass 
London Philharmonic Choir
London Chinese Philharmonic Choir

Tan Dun 	 Nine (new work) 
Beethoven	 Symphony No 9 ‘Choral’

 

Globally successful musician and composer Tan Dun conducts the London Philharmonic Orchestra 
in Beethoven’s visionary Ninth Symphony. On its own, that would make this concert the hottest of 
hot tickets, but when it’s coupled with a major new work by the Grammy award-winning composer 
himself – the only performance outside London – it’s elevated it to a new level.

200 years ago, Beethoven shook the world with his final symphony, not least by introducing a 
chorus into the last movement to sing his setting of Schiller’s Ode to Joy, a declaration of friendship 
and brotherhood. It’s the defining moment of the Symphony and creates an ecstatic blaze of glory 
that stirs the soul. 

Beethoven wanted his Ninth Symphony to embrace all humanity, so when Tan Dun set out to 
compose his own tribute to Beethoven, he aimed just as high, combining ancient poetry from China 
and Europe to create an ‘ode to peace’ worthy of Beethoven’s Ode to Joy. His choral concerto Nine 
is everything you’d expect from the composer of Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon. His creative and 
artistic language spans East and West, and the result transcends both. 

Tickets: £15–£60
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Good Friday St John Passion
with Ex Cathedra 
Fri 3 Apr  |  Symphony Hall  |  2PM

Ex Cathedra Choir, Baroque Orchestra & Academy of Vocal Music 
Jeffrey Skidmore conductor
Sebastian Hill Evangelist
Thomas Lowen Jesus
Lawrence White Pilate 

Bach	 St John Passion
 

In 1724, for his first Easter in charge of music 
in Leipzig, Bach presented a new work for 
the Good Friday liturgy: the St John Passion. 
Dramatic choruses place us at the heart of the 
story, while poignant solo arias and achingly 
beautiful orchestration explore the characters’ 
emotional depth – and offer us space to 
pause and reflect. Three centuries after that 
first performance, it is a masterpiece that still 
speaks to us profoundly, regardless of belief. 

Jeffrey Skidmore’s insightful approach takes 
us closer still to Bach’s day by incorporating 
motets, chorale preludes, readings and 
congregational hymns. 

Symphony Hall’s Good Friday Bach Passion is 
a tradition that stretches back over 30 years. 
For much of that time it has been safe in the 
hands of Birmingham’s stellar early music 
group Ex Cathedra, hailed by the New York 
Times as “one of Britain’s very best choirs”. 

Sung in German with English surtitles

Ex Cathedra is an Associate Artist of B:Music

Tickets: £15–£50

bmusic.co.uk/bclassical16 17

Spanish Galicia Symphony Orchestra

Sat 11 Apr  |  Symphony Hall  |  7:30PM

Spanish Galicia Symphony Orchestra
Roberto González-Monjas conductor
Thibaut Garcia guitar

Falla	 Three Dances, from The Three-Cornered Hat
Rodrigo	 Concierto de Aranjuez 
Ravel	 Mother Goose Suite
Turina	 Sinfonia Sevillana
Ravel	 Boléro

 

Escape to the warmth of sunny Spain with 
a popular concert of foot-tapping dances, 
evocative folk melodies, a Ravel classic, 
and the world’s most famous guitar concerto. 

From the north-west tip of Spain, the Galicia 
Symphony Orchestra and charismatic music 
director Roberto González-Monjas, reach a 
wide audience through extensive tours and 
the huge success of their online videos. 

Their Symphony Hall debut brings colourful 
picture postcards of Spain, from Falla’s folk 
dances rich in national character, to Turina’s 
depictions of Moorish architecture and the 
honey tones of his native Seville. With his own 
Spanish heritage, the dazzling French guitarist 

Thibaut Garcia has a deep connection to 
Rodrigo’s much-loved concerto.  

Maurice Ravel was equally inspired by his 
Spanish roots. We’ll hear his enchanting fairy 
tale suite Mother Goose. And as Jayne Torvill 
and Christopher Dean hang up their ice-skates 
for the final time, who better to play them 
out with Ravel’s iconic Boléro, a 15-minute 
crescendo wound around an increasingly 
hypnotic theme. 

Tickets: £15–£40
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ECHO Rising Stars: Trio Concept 
Sounds of Europe, odes to freedom

Sun 17 May  |  Jennifer Blackwell Performance Space  |  11AM

Trio Concept

Programme includes music by Dvořák, Elgar, Alba Rosa Viëtor, Frank Martin,
Clemens K Thomas and Ravel

 

Trio Concept was formed in 2013 by three 
musicians from Turin – Edoardo Grieco (violin), 
Francesco Massimino (cello), and Lorenzo 
Nguyen (piano) – who first came together 
as young artists. A decade later, and still in 
their mid-twenties, they are one of Italy’s 
most award-winning chamber ensembles 
with international debuts lined up for the 
foreseeable future.

In their special programme ‘Sounds of Europe, 
odes to freedom’, Trio Concept take a musical 
journey to explore borders and relationships, 
and question identity as a connecting and 
separating narrative. Music from Dvořák’s 
‘Dumky’ Trio features alongside a Swedish 
Folk Song from Alba Rosa Viëtor, a March by 
Elgar and an Irish folk tune from Frank Martin. 

Their commissioned new work comes from 
Clemens K Thomas, a composer who looks to 
pressing issues of our time; and Ravel’s glorious 
Trio rounds off their celebration of freedom in 
musical diversity.

An hour-long Sunday morning concert, 
with coffee/tea and a slice of cake available 
beforehand, included in your ticket.

Rising Stars are nominated by the artistic 
directors of Europe’s most prestigious venues 
which are members of the European Concert 
Hall Organisation (ECHO). 

Tickets: £15
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If you’ve not come across the cimbalom before, 
here’s a chance to explore its unique sound in 
the hands of Áron Horváth, a master musician 
from Hungary who’s been playing it since the 
age of 7. A stringed instrument played with two 
mallets, the cimbalom’s distinctive metallic 
sound is traditionally associated with Eastern 
Europe folk music. Horváth is on a mission to 
bring it to wider attention, and he’s already 
made great strides with interests spanning folk 
to classical, improvisation and jazz, electronics 
and performance effects, to add to his many 
collaborations and several recordings.

Showcasing a range of styles, he’ll create 
an intimate, meditative atmosphere shared 
between performer and audience, with a focus 
on slow, spiritual music. Bach’s Chaconne 
and Debussy’s Doctor Gradus ad Parnassum 

feature, as do works by fellow Hungarians Sáry 
and Kurtág. There’s also an up-to-the-minute 
new piece by the outstanding British composer, 
and Royal Birmingham Conservatoire graduate, 
Charlotte Bray, whose works have been performed 
at the Proms and the Royal Opera House.

An hour-long Sunday morning concert, 
with coffee/tea and a slice of cake available 
beforehand, included in your ticket.

Rising Stars are nominated by the artistic 
directors of Europe’s most prestigious venues 
which are members of the European Concert 
Hall Organisation (ECHO). 

Tickets: £15

ECHO Rising Stars: Áron Horváth 
Sun 12 Apr  |  Jennifer Blackwell Performance Space  |  11AM

Áron Horváth cimbalom

Programme includes music by Bach, Kurtág, László Sáry, Emma Nagy,
Charlotte Bray, Áron Horváth and Debussy
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Warsaw Philharmonic

Sun 17 May  |  Symphony Hall  |  3PM

Warsaw Philharmonic
Krzysztof Urbański conductor
Alexandra Dariescu piano

Lutosławski	 Little Suite
Chopin	 Piano Concerto No 2
Bacewicz	 Scherzo
Beethoven	 Symphony No 7 

 

The grand finale of Birmingham Classical 2025/26 welcomes back the esteemed Warsaw 
Philharmonic who last played at Symphony Hall in 1998. A cherished national institution established 
in 1901, it’s credited with establishing Warsaw as the country’s musical centre. Krzysztof Urbański 
is the latest in a succession of Polish chief conductors that has ensured the orchestra retains a 
distinctive national character. 

It’s also spent its musical life bringing an authentic voice to Poland’s own composers, not least 
Witold Lutosławski whose delightful Little Suite is a musical snapshot of Polish folk culture, with 
its folksy fife tune and polka. Mid 20th-century composer Grażyna Bacewicz gained international 
recognition during her lifetime and her dancing scherzo for piano, now deftly orchestrated by 
Urbański, shows just why. From Poland’s most famous musical son, Fryderyk Chopin, we’ll hear his 
best-known Piano Concerto, performed by trailblazing pianist Alexandra Dariescu, one of today’s 
most exciting and charismatic musicians. Written when he was just 20 and premiered in Warsaw, 
its beautiful slow movement is pure, dreamy romance. Finally, Beethoven’s Seventh Symphony 
fizzes with energy from first to last. It’s a deservedly popular work and the perfect symphony to 
end this afternoon’s concert on a high.     

Tickets: £15–£40
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Declared “Britain’s greatest living organist” by Gramophone 
magazine, Thomas Trotter is among the world’s most 
celebrated players and has elevated the tradition of the 
virtuoso organist to new heights. His fortnightly lunchtime 
concerts last around an hour and showcase the organ’s 
sublime delicacy and awesome power – as well as his 
own technical wizardry – in some of the most inventive 
programmes you’re ever likely to hear. 

bmusic.co.uk/bclassical

Lunchtime Organ Concerts
With Thomas Trotter

 

Booking info
Tickets: £8.50  |  16-30s / Students: £5
Book 3 or 4 organ concerts and get 10% off
Book 5 or 6 organ concerts and get 15% off
Book 7 or more organ concerts and get 20% off
See page 23 for how to book
Full programme details for Lunchtime Organ Concerts are available from the website.
Thomas Trotter is an Associate Artist of B:Music 

How to Book

23
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All concerts start at 1pm.

Mon 22 Sep  |  Town Hall 
Presenting Pipes and Pedals 
With Thomas Trotter & David Gallichan

Mon 6 Oct  |  Symphony Hall 

Mon 20 Oct  |  Town Hall 
Viennese Whirls  
Celebrating 200 years of Johann Strauss  

Mon 3 Nov  |  Town Hall 

Mon 17 Nov  |  Town Hall 
Bach and All That Jazz

Mon 8 Dec  |  Town Hall 
Sing Carols with the City Organist
with Lichfield Cathedral Choir
Ben Lamb, conductor
Jeremy Nicholas, presenter

Mon 15 Dec  |  Symphony Hall*
Lunchtime Christmas Music
with Hereford Cathedral Choir 
Geraint Bowen, conductor

Mon 12 Jan  |  Symphony Hall 

Mon 26 Jan  |  Town Hall 
Mozart’s 270th Birthday

Mon 9 Feb  |  Town Hall 

Mon 23 Feb  |  Town Hall 

Mon 9 Mar  |  Town Hall 
Celebrating International Women’s Day

Mon 23 Mar  |  Town Hall 
Fauré Requiem 
with Gloucester Cathedral Choir
Adrian Partington, conductor

Mon 13 Apr  |  Symphony Hall 

Mon 27 Apr  |  Town Hall
Guest Recital: Francesca Massey

Mon 11 May  |  Town Hall 

Mon 1 Jun  |  Town Hall 
Bells and Whistles 

Mon 15 Jun  |  Town Hall

Mon 29 Jun  |  Town Hall
Summer Requests

*Tickets for this concert are £16 but are still available as part of a Lunchtime Organ Concert package discount

Online: bmusic.co.uk 

By phone: 0121 780 3333 
Telephone lines open 
Monday to Saturday, 10am – 4pm 
 
In person: 
Symphony Hall’s Box Office is open 
Monday to Saturday, 11am – 4pm
 
(Please check the website for full details as 
these are subject to change). 
 
Closed Sundays and Bank Holidays 
except when there is an event, 
where we will open 2 hours before 
the start of a main hall performance. 
 
Town Hall’s Box Office is open 
1 hour 30 minutes before the start 
of a performance except for all 
family and organ concerts, where 
we will open 1 hour before the start 
of a performance.
 
(Please check the website for full details as 
these timings are subject to change).
 
How to reach us:
Symphony Hall is located in 
Centenary Square, 
Birmingham, B1 2EA 

Town Hall is located in 
Victoria Square, 
Birmingham, B3 3DQ

Accessibility 
Everyone is welcome at Town Hall and 
Symphony Hall, and we will do whatever we 
can to ensure that you have an enjoyable visit.
bmusic.co.uk/your-visit/ 
accessibility-information
Access Booking Line: 0121 289 6343

Data protection  
We may collect personal data from you when 
you buy a ticket in person, over the phone 
or via bmusic.co.uk. We may collect data 
when you join or renew a membership with 
B:Music, ask us to send you information, make 
a donation, pledge a legacy, attend an event, 
visit our premises, or participate in a project 
or group. From time to time we may contact 
you by post, email, or phone to inform you 
about relevant concerts, events, services or 
activities we believe will be of interest, as well 
as opportunities to support our work. You 
have the option to change any of your contact 
preferences at any time by logging into your 
B:Music online account or by contacting 
unsubscribe@bmusic.co.uk. Our full Privacy 
Policy can be found at bmusic.co.uk. 

Disclaimer 
Information in this guide was correct at the 
time of going to press and published in good 
faith. Unforeseen circumstances, however, 
may result in changes to the published 
programme or names of artists: please check 
the event page on bmusic.co.uk for latest 
updates both before booking and attending.

Ticket Commissions 
*Some events may carry a £3 – £5 ticket 
commission; charged per ticket. This is charged 
when you book through B:Music’s Box Office – 
online, by phone or in person. Any advertised 
prices will include any per-ticket fee that 
may apply. E-tickets will be sent free of charge. 
Customers do have an option for postage at a 
cost of £2.00 per order. These fees are waived 
for B:Music Patrons.

Age Guidance 
Under 16s must be accompanied by an adult 
18+ unless otherwise stated.

Once you’ve enjoyed reading this brochure, 
please recycle. You can find out more about 
what B:Music is doing to B:Green at: 
bmusic.co.uk/bgreen



DecGive them a gift 
they’ll never forget
You never forget a great night out 
or the person who made it possible.
B:Music gift vouchers can be 
redeemed against any event at 
Town Hall and Symphony Hall, 
making them ideal for music lovers 
from classical to contemporary as 
well as comedy, dance and film fans. 
Even better, they have a two year 
use by so they can be saved 
for something extra special.
Buy on the B:Music website and 
have them emailed directly to the 
recipient on the date of your choosing, 
or print to present in person.
More information can be found on 
bmusic.co.uk/gift-vouchers
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bmusic.co.uk/bclassical 2528

B:EATS
at Symphony Hall

Try the new B:Eats Rice Bowl 
topped with your choice of  

Sweet Potato & Chickpea 
Curry, Butter Chicken Curry, 

Katsu Chicken or Tempura 
Battered Tofu.

It’s irRICEistible...

Open 11am-4pm
Mon to Sat
& pre show

See the full menu:
bmusic.co.uk/beats

COCONUT RICE

EDAMAME 
BEANS

ROCKET

PICKLED 
GINGER

KATSU CHICKEN

24



26 bmusic.co.uk/bclassical

If you love concerts, gigs and events 
and want to receive: 
• Priority booking on select shows 
• Early show notifications 
• Discounted parking
• �Exclusive discounts at all 

B:Music venues...
Then sign up today and become a 
Member for just £35 per year.

Become a Member...

Scan to find out more

27

Supporters

B:Music ©2025. Registered Charity No: 1053937, Registered England No: 3169600

Trusts and Foundations 
Alan Woodfield Trust 
Arts Council England 
Birmingham City Council 
Brian Shaw Memorial Trust 
Chatwin Trust 
Cole Charitable Trust 
Dumbreck Charity 
Eveson Charitable Trust 
GJW Turner Trust 
Golsoncott Foundation 
Gowling WLG (UK) Charitable Trust
Grantham Yorke Trust 
Grimmitt Trust 
LG Harris Trust 
Lillie Johnson Charitable Trust 
Limoges Trust 
Lord Austin Trust 
Michael Marsh Charitable Trust 
Oakley Charitable Trust 
PPL 
PRS Foundation 
Patrick Trust 
Roger and Douglas Turner Charitable Trust
Ronnie Scott’s Charitable Foundation
Roughley Trust 

Rowlands Trust 
Rowley Trust 
Saintbury Trust 
Thistle Trust 
Thompson Family Charitable Trust
Uncle Bill Trust 
WED Charitable Trust 
William A Cadbury Trust
 
Business Partners 
Q-Park
West Midlands Growth Company
Browne Jacobson
The Grand Hotel
 
Corporate Patrons: Silver 
Colmore Partners 
Colour Cubed Creative Communications 

Corporate Patrons: Bronze 
Malmaison
Hotel du Vin

Project Sponsors 
Cross Country Trains 
Pareto 
Hortons Social Purpose Committee

Supporters

Trusts and Foundations
Alan Woodhead Trust
Alchemy Foundation
Allan and Nesta Ferguson Trust
Angus Allnatt Charitable Foundation
Arts Council England
Backstage Trust
Blakemore Foundation
Cole Charitable Trust
D’Oyly Carte Charitable Trust
Daiwa Foundation
Dumbreck Charity
Edward and Dorothy Cadbury Trust
Edward Cadbury Charitable Trust
Eveson Charitable Trust
Foyle Foundation
GJW Turner Trust
GNC Trust
Garfield Weston Foundation
Geoff Hill Charitable Trust
George Cadbury Fund
George Fentham Birmingham Charity
George Henry Collins Charity
Grantham Yorke Trust
Grimmitt Trust
Heathcock Charitable Trust
John Feeney Charitable Trust
Joseph Hopkins and Henry James 
Sayer Charities
Lillie Johnson Charitable Trust
Limoges Trust
Lord Austin Trust

MK Rose Charitable Trust
Michael Marsh Charitable Trust
Mills and Reeve Charitable Trust
Oakley Charitable Trust
PRS Foundation
Patrick Trust
RVJ Cadbury Charitable Trust
Roger and Douglas Turner Charitable 
Trust
Ronnie Scott’s Charitable Foundation
Rotary Club of Birmingham
Roughley Trust
Rowlands Trust
Saintbury Trust
WED Charitable Trust
Westhill Endowment
William A Cadbury Trust

Corporate Supporters
Birmingham City University
Browne Jacobson
Hyatt Regency
Q-Park
WMGC

Corporate Patrons
PMP Consultants
Colmore Partners
Arden Oak Properties & Investments

Makers Circle
Mr P Ashen, Jayne Cadbury MBE, Paul Carter, Paul & Dee Cocking, W. Peter Dunne, G. Cm. & Fionuala A. Dunne, Roger G. 
Guest, Dr Brian Gwynn, P & J Hall, Vivianne Hollinshead, Dr C G Johnston, The Justham Family, Lynn Lawrenson, James & 
Meg Martineau, Ian McAlpine, Ian C Norton, Jenna & Jeremy Plewes, Ald. Mike Poulter MBE & Mrs K Poulter, Pat Poynton, Mr 
I & Mrs G Reaves, Nick and Carole Reed, Graham Russell & Gloria Bates, Helen Russell, John & Pat Rutter, Gillian Shaw, Bryan 
Smith, Tony Smith, David & Lucy Stanley, Isabel Stewart, Mr A Taylor, Robert & Julia Verrion, Howard & Judy Vero, Dr D & Mr P 
Wardley, Alan Woodfield and other anonymous donors.

Patrons
Mr M Archer, Anita Bhalla OBE, Mr & Mrs Bentley, Mr Ross Browning, Mr & Mrs H Buckingham, Paul & Dee Cocking, Mrs 
Teresa Cook, Mrs E Cooke, Mr J Cunningham-Dexter, Mr N & Mrs P Cunningham-Dexter, Lady G Curtis, Mr R & Mrs C Evans, 
Mr R Guest, Mr & Mrs Martyn R Hale, Mr Philip Harrison, Mr Peter How, Mr Ian Illes, Dr Johnston, Dr & Mrs D Kett, Mr K Martin, 
Mr & Mrs P Maskell, Mr David R.Mayes OBE, Mrs E Murray, David Owens, Mr Robert Pockney, Ms K Porter, Glenda Quin, Mr Jim 
Quinn, Mr J Redshaw, Mr Graham Russell, Mrs J Rutter, Mr K Stokes-Smith, Mr & Mrs Stormont, Mr & Mrs G Tovell, Mr Neville 
Trumper, Mr & Mrs Verrion, Dr Diana & Mr Peter Wardley, Mr A Watson, Mr M Wilkes, Mr & Mrs Willis, Mr A J Woodfield and 
anonymous supporters.

PB 81

Makers Circle 
Mr P Ashen, Jayne Cadbury MBE, Paul Carter, Paul & Dee Cocking, W. Peter Dunne, G. Cm. & Fionuala A. Dunne, 
Roger G. Guest, Dr Brian Gwynn, P & J Hall, Vivianne Hollinshead, Dr C G Johnston, The Justham Family, Lynn Lawrenson, 
James & Meg Martineau, Ian McAlpine, Ian C Norton, Jenna & Jeremy Plewes, Ald. Mike Poulter MBE & Mrs K Poulter, 
Pat Poynton, Mr I & Mrs G Reaves, Nick and Carole Reed, Graham Russell & Gloria Bates, Helen Russell, John & Pat Rutter, 
Gillian Shaw, Bryan Smith, Tony Smith, David & Lucy Stanley, Isabel Stewart, Mr A Taylor, Robert & Julia Verrion, 
Howard & Judy Vero, Dr D & Mr P Wardley, Alan Woodfield and other anonymous donors. 

Patrons 
Mr Leigh Astill, John Barlow, June & Graham Bentley, Anita Bhalla OBE, Paul & Heather Buckingham, Paul & Dee Cocking, 
Mr & Mrs Martyn R Hale, Dr Johnston, Julia & Peter Maskell, Ian McAlpine, Chloe Morton, Mr Robert Pockney, 
Graham Russell, Janette Rutter, Ann Skidmore Associates Ltd, Keith Stokes-Smith, Mr & Mrs Verrion, Mr P & Mrs D Wardley, 
Lois Watson, Max Woolf, Paul C Wynn and anonymous supporters.

Legacy Donors  
Estate of Mr William Jones
Ros Jackson and Jean Maudsley 

Supporters

Trusts and Foundations
Alan Woodhead Trust
Alchemy Foundation
Allan and Nesta Ferguson Trust
Angus Allnatt Charitable Foundation
Arts Council England
Backstage Trust
Blakemore Foundation
Cole Charitable Trust
D’Oyly Carte Charitable Trust
Daiwa Foundation
Dumbreck Charity
Edward and Dorothy Cadbury Trust
Edward Cadbury Charitable Trust
Eveson Charitable Trust
Foyle Foundation
GJW Turner Trust
GNC Trust
Garfield Weston Foundation
Geoff Hill Charitable Trust
George Cadbury Fund
George Fentham Birmingham Charity
George Henry Collins Charity
Grantham Yorke Trust
Grimmitt Trust
Heathcock Charitable Trust
John Feeney Charitable Trust
Joseph Hopkins and Henry James 
Sayer Charities
Lillie Johnson Charitable Trust
Limoges Trust
Lord Austin Trust

MK Rose Charitable Trust
Michael Marsh Charitable Trust
Mills and Reeve Charitable Trust
Oakley Charitable Trust
PRS Foundation
Patrick Trust
RVJ Cadbury Charitable Trust
Roger and Douglas Turner Charitable 
Trust
Ronnie Scott’s Charitable Foundation
Rotary Club of Birmingham
Roughley Trust
Rowlands Trust
Saintbury Trust
WED Charitable Trust
Westhill Endowment
William A Cadbury Trust

Corporate Supporters
Birmingham City University
Browne Jacobson
Hyatt Regency
Q-Park
WMGC

Corporate Patrons
PMP Consultants
Colmore Partners
Arden Oak Properties & Investments

Makers Circle
Mr P Ashen, Jayne Cadbury MBE, Paul Carter, Paul & Dee Cocking, W. Peter Dunne, G. Cm. & Fionuala A. Dunne, Roger G. 
Guest, Dr Brian Gwynn, P & J Hall, Vivianne Hollinshead, Dr C G Johnston, The Justham Family, Lynn Lawrenson, James & 
Meg Martineau, Ian McAlpine, Ian C Norton, Jenna & Jeremy Plewes, Ald. Mike Poulter MBE & Mrs K Poulter, Pat Poynton, Mr 
I & Mrs G Reaves, Nick and Carole Reed, Graham Russell & Gloria Bates, Helen Russell, John & Pat Rutter, Gillian Shaw, Bryan 
Smith, Tony Smith, David & Lucy Stanley, Isabel Stewart, Mr A Taylor, Robert & Julia Verrion, Howard & Judy Vero, Dr D & Mr P 
Wardley, Alan Woodfield and other anonymous donors.

Patrons
Mr M Archer, Anita Bhalla OBE, Mr & Mrs Bentley, Mr Ross Browning, Mr & Mrs H Buckingham, Paul & Dee Cocking, Mrs 
Teresa Cook, Mrs E Cooke, Mr J Cunningham-Dexter, Mr N & Mrs P Cunningham-Dexter, Lady G Curtis, Mr R & Mrs C Evans, 
Mr R Guest, Mr & Mrs Martyn R Hale, Mr Philip Harrison, Mr Peter How, Mr Ian Illes, Dr Johnston, Dr & Mrs D Kett, Mr K Martin, 
Mr & Mrs P Maskell, Mr David R.Mayes OBE, Mrs E Murray, David Owens, Mr Robert Pockney, Ms K Porter, Glenda Quin, Mr Jim 
Quinn, Mr J Redshaw, Mr Graham Russell, Mrs J Rutter, Mr K Stokes-Smith, Mr & Mrs Stormont, Mr & Mrs G Tovell, Mr Neville 
Trumper, Mr & Mrs Verrion, Dr Diana & Mr Peter Wardley, Mr A Watson, Mr M Wilkes, Mr & Mrs Willis, Mr A J Woodfield and 
anonymous supporters.

PB 81

Supporters

Trusts and Foundations
Alan Woodhead Trust
Alchemy Foundation
Allan and Nesta Ferguson Trust
Angus Allnatt Charitable Foundation
Arts Council England
Backstage Trust
Blakemore Foundation
Cole Charitable Trust
D’Oyly Carte Charitable Trust
Daiwa Foundation
Dumbreck Charity
Edward and Dorothy Cadbury Trust
Edward Cadbury Charitable Trust
Eveson Charitable Trust
Foyle Foundation
GJW Turner Trust
GNC Trust
Garfield Weston Foundation
Geoff Hill Charitable Trust
George Cadbury Fund
George Fentham Birmingham Charity
George Henry Collins Charity
Grantham Yorke Trust
Grimmitt Trust
Heathcock Charitable Trust
John Feeney Charitable Trust
Joseph Hopkins and Henry James 
Sayer Charities
Lillie Johnson Charitable Trust
Limoges Trust
Lord Austin Trust

MK Rose Charitable Trust
Michael Marsh Charitable Trust
Mills and Reeve Charitable Trust
Oakley Charitable Trust
PRS Foundation
Patrick Trust
RVJ Cadbury Charitable Trust
Roger and Douglas Turner Charitable 
Trust
Ronnie Scott’s Charitable Foundation
Rotary Club of Birmingham
Roughley Trust
Rowlands Trust
Saintbury Trust
WED Charitable Trust
Westhill Endowment
William A Cadbury Trust

Corporate Supporters
Birmingham City University
Browne Jacobson
Hyatt Regency
Q-Park
WMGC

Corporate Patrons
PMP Consultants
Colmore Partners
Arden Oak Properties & Investments

Makers Circle
Mr P Ashen, Jayne Cadbury MBE, Paul Carter, Paul & Dee Cocking, W. Peter Dunne, G. Cm. & Fionuala A. Dunne, Roger G. 
Guest, Dr Brian Gwynn, P & J Hall, Vivianne Hollinshead, Dr C G Johnston, The Justham Family, Lynn Lawrenson, James & 
Meg Martineau, Ian McAlpine, Ian C Norton, Jenna & Jeremy Plewes, Ald. Mike Poulter MBE & Mrs K Poulter, Pat Poynton, Mr 
I & Mrs G Reaves, Nick and Carole Reed, Graham Russell & Gloria Bates, Helen Russell, John & Pat Rutter, Gillian Shaw, Bryan 
Smith, Tony Smith, David & Lucy Stanley, Isabel Stewart, Mr A Taylor, Robert & Julia Verrion, Howard & Judy Vero, Dr D & Mr P 
Wardley, Alan Woodfield and other anonymous donors.

Patrons
Mr M Archer, Anita Bhalla OBE, Mr & Mrs Bentley, Mr Ross Browning, Mr & Mrs H Buckingham, Paul & Dee Cocking, Mrs 
Teresa Cook, Mrs E Cooke, Mr J Cunningham-Dexter, Mr N & Mrs P Cunningham-Dexter, Lady G Curtis, Mr R & Mrs C Evans, 
Mr R Guest, Mr & Mrs Martyn R Hale, Mr Philip Harrison, Mr Peter How, Mr Ian Illes, Dr Johnston, Dr & Mrs D Kett, Mr K Martin, 
Mr & Mrs P Maskell, Mr David R.Mayes OBE, Mrs E Murray, David Owens, Mr Robert Pockney, Ms K Porter, Glenda Quin, Mr Jim 
Quinn, Mr J Redshaw, Mr Graham Russell, Mrs J Rutter, Mr K Stokes-Smith, Mr & Mrs Stormont, Mr & Mrs G Tovell, Mr Neville 
Trumper, Mr & Mrs Verrion, Dr Diana & Mr Peter Wardley, Mr A Watson, Mr M Wilkes, Mr & Mrs Willis, Mr A J Woodfield and 
anonymous supporters.

PB 81



Return address 
B:Music Ltd, Symphony Hall,  
8 Centenary Square,  
Birmingham,  
B1 2EA.
 

Return address 
B:Music Ltd, Symphony Hall,  
8 Centenary Square,  
Birmingham,  
B1 2EA.
 

Return Address
B:Music Ltd, Symphony Hall,
8 Centenary Square,
Birmingham,
B1 2EA

©
 M

ar
co

 B
or

gg
re

ve

Maat Saxophone Quartet 
Sun 5 Oct  |  Jennifer Blackwell Performance Space  |  11AM


